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Securing Funding for Virtual
High School Education

For many individuals, the cost of completing a high school
diploma can be a significant challenge. However, there are
multiple ways to secure financial support beyond personal
savings, including employer tuition assistance, community
organizations, and support from family or friends. This guide
outlines three key approaches to funding education, with
specific steps to maximize the chances of success.
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Option 1: Employer Tuition Assistance - Tax
Benefits & Business Advantages

Employers who invest in their employees' education not only help their workforce grow but also
gain significant financial benefits. Under the IRS Section 127 Educational Assistance Program,
companies can provide employees with up to $5,250 per year in tax-free tuition
reimbursement without it being considered taxable income for the employee. This means
employers can deduct tuition assistance as a business expense while fostering employee
retention and skill development.

Steps to Request Employer Support

1. Check for an Existing Program:
Many companies already have tuition reimbursement programs in place. Check with HR to
see if such a benefit exists, and if so, what the eligibility criteria and reimbursement
process are.

2. Prepare a Business-Focused Proposal:
If no formal program exists, present a well-structured request emphasizing how further
education benefits both you and the company. Key points include:
« Gaining skills that improve job performance.
« Increasing potential for promotions or expanded responsibilities.
« Enhancing company retention by developing internal talent.
« The employer’s ability to claim tuition assistance as a tax-deductible expense.

3. Propose a Cost-Effective Solution:
Highlight the affordability of online high school programs compared to traditional education.
Emphasizing the low cost of investment compared to the high return in employee
productivity and engagement strengthens the case.

Employer Benefit Summary:

[Up to $5,250 per year in tax-free tuition reimbursement.
[“Deductions on company taxes as an employee development expense.
ZImproved employee retention and performance.

[4Stronger internal talent pipeline for leadership roles.
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Option 2: Community & Religious Organization
Support

Local nonprofits, churches, and community organizations often provide scholarships or tuition
assistance for individuals looking to complete their education. Many organizations see
education as a critical part of personal and community development and are willing to help.

Steps to Seek Support:

1. Identify Local Organizations with Education Assistance Programs:
« Faith-based institutions often have educational grants or sponsorship opportunities.
« Nonprofits may offer scholarships for adult learners or nontraditional students.
« Workforce development groups sometimes fund education initiatives.

2. Prepare a Formal Request:
When reaching out to a church or organization, explain:
» Your educational goals and why completing high school is important.
« How the funding will directly contribute to your success.
« Any financial barriers preventing you from paying tuition independently.

3. Explore Fundraising Opportunities:
If direct financial assistance isn’t available, organizations may be willing to help with
fundraising efforts, such as community donations or local sponsorships.
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Option 3: Family & Friends - Crowdsourcing
Education

In some cases, personal networks can be a great source of educational funding. Rather than
traditional financial support, framing this as an investment in your future can make requests
more effective.

How to Approach Family & Friends for Support:
1. Set a Clear Goal & Budget:

Before reaching out, determine exactly how much is needed and break down how the
money will be used (tuition, course materials, exam fees, etc.).

2. Prepare a Formal Request:
Instead of a simple financial request, offer to:
« Pay the funds forward to another student in the future.
o Provide regular updates on progress and achievements.
» Demonstrate the impact of their support by showcasing how the education benefits
career advancement.

3. Use Crowdfunding Platforms:
Platforms like GoFundMe allow students to create an educational campaign, making it easy
for extended family, friends, and community members to contribute.
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Example Letter to an Organization or Church for
Financial Assistance

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
[Date]

[Organization/Church Leader's Name]
[Name of Organization or Church]
[Address]

[City, State, ZIP Code]

Subject: Request for Financial Assistance for High School Education

Dear [Organization/Church Leader's Name],

| am reaching out to seek financial assistance to complete my high school diploma through
[Name of Online High School]. Completing this program will allow me to advance my career,
pursue higher education, and contribute more effectively to my community. However, financial
constraints are currently a barrier to achieving this goal.

| am exploring all possible avenues to fund my education, and | wanted to inquire whether
[Organization/Church Name] has any scholarship programs, educational grants, or financial
assistance opportunities for individuals seeking to complete their high school education. If
direct funding is not available, | would appreciate any guidance on community sponsorships or
fundraising efforts that may be available through your network.

| am committed to using this opportunity to improve my skills and give back to others in need. |
would love the opportunity to discuss this further and explore potential support options. Please
let me know if we could schedule a time to connect.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
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For students looking to fund their education, multiple options exist beyond traditional
student loans. Whether through employer tuition reimbursement, community
scholarships, or family & friend support, securing funding is possible with a clear
strategy and a well-prepared request. By understanding the financial benefits to
employers, tapping into community resources, and utilizing personal networks,
individuals can remove financial barriers and complete their high school education with
confidence.

If you want CHS to help you create a high school pathway that works for you. Send us
a copy of your high school transcript and sign up for a free, no obligation counseling
session to lay out a high school completion pathway for you.

Sign up for a 30-minute consultation
call with a CHS Admissions Specialist Send your previous high school
to review your transcript transcript to CHS as soon as possible

SCHEDULE SEND
CALL TRANSCRIPT
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