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Using Open Education 
Resources to Find Books

WorldCat WorldCat allows you to search for libraries around you just by typing in your zip code.  
You can then link to local libraries and discover their catalog of books as well as 
receive contact information for the library where you can call and ask for books on 
your topic.

Google eBookstore In the free section of the Google eBookstore, you’ll find a ton of free books from a 
variety of genres.

Project Gutenberg With a collection of more than 45,000 free e-books, Project Gutenberg is a volun-
teer effort to create and share e-books online. No registration or fee is required, and 
books are available in ePub, Kindle, HTML, and simple text formats.

Open Library The Open Library has more than one million free e-books available. This library cata-
log is an open online project of Internet Archive and allows users to contribute books. 
You can easily search by the title, author, and subject.

Audiobooks Want to listen to books instead? LibriVox is home to thousands of free audiobooks, 
including classics and out-of-print books.

Social Media Use your social media accounts to ask friends and family if they have books on the 
topic you are looking to read about.  You will be surprised by the number of books 
people have around the house.

Visit WorldCat

Visit Google Bookstore

Visit Project Gutenberg

Visit Open Library

Listen to LibriVox 

Once you have you chosen the topic for your course your teacher will supply a short list of books to choose from.  
If you are looking to focus on a more specific subject area, you may want to select books that are tailored for that 
subject area.  If you do not have some or all of the books on the topic currently, do not worry, we have provided 
a list of resources that will assist in finding your hardcopy book or e-book for free or little costs to you.  Use our 
Open Resource Center below to help you find the books you need for your topic.
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https://www.worldcat.org/libraries
https://play.google.com/store/books/?hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://openlibrary.org/
https://librivox.org/
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Bookstores By simply Google searching local bookstores you will be able to find a list of book-
stores selling new and used books.  Be sure to call ahead and see if they have any 
books on your topic.  These days you can get most used books at a reasonable price.

Amazon Amazon has everything right?  By typing the topic in search bar Amazon will bring up 
hardcopy books and Kindle versions of the books they have.  You will have to pay for 
these books but for very specialized topics this can be a great resource. 

Once you have found the books on your topic, make sure that you contact your teacher 
and get approval for the books.  Be sure to supply the teacher with the name of the book 
and author as well as the specific topic you are looking to learn about.

Start a Google Search

Visit Amazon

http://www.google.com
http://www.amazon.com

